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enough for him to be enthusiastic, for, in the meantime, did
he not succeed, by the Bjorke agreement, in dragging Russia
into a worse muddle than the war?
On my way back from the United States I stopped in
Paris again, as I had important business to transact there.
Already, during my previous visit, I had broached to Rou-
vier the subject of a Russian loan in France. He would
help me contract it, Rouvier assured me, should I succeed in
liquidating the war. Now that I came to take up the matter
with him more definitely, he declared that, until the Mo-
rocco incident was peaceably settled, a loan was out of the
question, and he earnestly begged me to use all my influence
to render the German diplomats more tractable in their
negotiations with France. In return for my services he prom-
ised to give me full assistance in the matter of the loan. I
agreed to that arrangement and went straight from the
Quai d'Orsay to see Prince Radolin, the German Ambas-
sador in Paris, with whom I was on friendly terms. With-
out entering into a discussion of the Morocco affair, I
pointed out to him that Germany should assume a less exact-
ing attitude, for otherwise Rouvier's Cabinet was certain
to fall and be succeeded by one that would be much less
tractable. I also alluded to the fact that Russia was inter-
ested in seeing France, and Europe generally, at peace, for
the reason that we intended to carry out a large financial
transaction which would be thwarted if the unsettled con-
dition of the European stock exchanges persisted. To my
surprise, Prince Radolin confessed fhat he found Rouvier's
demands perfectly just and that, personally, he saw no
obstacles to an amicable settlement of the controversy. He
added, however, that the negotiations were conducted, not
by him, for he was considered a Gallophile in Berlin, but
by a certain Kaufmann, a very bellicose and intractable
person indeed. I was immediately introduced to the Ger-